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UM STUDENT TO RESEARCH NATIVE ALASKAN HEALTH
MISSOULA—
A University of Montana s tudent ,  Steven Floerchinger , from Anchorage,
Alaska, has received a $1,000 Watkins Scholarship to research and wri te  
a senior honors paper on the changes of health s ta tus  of Alaska native 
groups brouqht on by accu l tu ra t ion .
Floerchinger , a senior in anthropology and paramedical a r t s  a t  the 
University of Montana, said tha t  he will study the re la t ionsh ips  between 
changing cu l tu ra l  prac t ices  of Eskimo and Athapaskan na t ives ,  such as d ie t  
and hygiene, and the incidences of tube rcu los is ,  diabetes  mel l i tus  and dental 
ca r ies .
According to Floerchinger , Eskimos and Athapaskans were semi-nomadic 
hunting peoples whose d ie t  was mostly proteins and f a t  and who suffered from 
few diseases  before contact  with European people and cu l tu re s .  He said th a t  
exposure to new diseases  and changes in customs and d i e t  have led to increased 
heal th problems for Alaska nat ive groups.
In his research,  Floerchinger said th a t  he will  r e ly  on ethnographic 
l i t e r a t u r e  wri t ten  about the nat ive groups by ear ly  explorers  and researchers  and 
his own interviews with e lde r ly  Alaskan nat ives  who remember the e a r l i e r  cul tures  
and changes. Contemporary s tudies  a lso will  supply him with more information 
on changes and trends th a t  have occurred and continue.
Faculty advisers  for Floerchinger ' s p ro jec t  are  Dr. Charlene Smith, UM
(over)
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associa te  professor of anthropology; Dr. John Taylor, professor of 
microbiology; and Dr. John Scott ,  a s s i s t a n t  professor of chemistry.
Floerchinger,  son of William and Margaret Floerchinger of Anchorage, 
is  a 1978 graduate of Dimond High School.
Since the program began in 1978, a to ta l  of 114 UM students have 
been awarded the competitive Watkins scholarships based on the i r  prior 
academic achievements and the qua l i ty  of th e i r  research proposals.  The 
scholarship funds come from the $353,000 Gordon and Anna Watkins Endowment 
a t  UM.
Gordon Watkins was a 1914 UM alumnus who was a Welsh coal miner before 
he immigrated to the United States  in 1906. He received the doctor of 
philosophy degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1918 and an honorary 
doctor of laws degree from UM in 1940.
Watkins taught in I l l i n o i s  and California un ive rs i t ie s  and was provost of 
the University of Cal ifornia a t  Riverside until  1956. He also authored several 
books and a r t i c l e s  on economics and labor re la t ions  and acted as a federal 
a rb i t r a to r  and in ternat ional  consultant  in economics. While a t  UM, Anna Davis 
Watkins was secre tary to the UM president and graduated in English in 1915.
Both died in 1970.
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